FBI Had Eye 
On Jack Ruby 
As In fwniflnt I 


- MBT 

The FBI attempted unsuc- 
c^sfuUy in 1959 to develop 
Jacfc.Ruby as an informant, ac- . 
cording to a letter from for- 
mer FBI Director J. Edgar Ho- 
over released yesterday by au- 
thor Mark Lane. :<■ 

■ Lane. charged at a press con- 
ference that the letter had 
been suppressed -by the War- 
ren Commission, which made 
?,° r t f ^ ence in report to 
the FBIs contacts, with Lee 

Harvey Oswald’s killer. . 

. Lane said the : letter ‘had 
been in a classified portion of 
the commission’s exhibits and 
was obtained by him last 
■ week. • - ■ , 

An FBI spokesman said the 
letter was .part- of the Warren 
Commission exhibits, but had 
no further comment. 

' T tetter , addressed to J. 

Lee Rankin, the commission’s 
general, counsel, says an FBI 
agent contacted Ruby “in view 
of his position as .a night club 
operator ; w ho might have 
■ knowledge of the criminal ele- 
ment in Dallas.” . .. 

t ‘?^ e P urp , ose of this con- 
ti, 1 ’ , tetter, continued, 
Vas to . determine whether or 
not Ruby did have such knowl- 
eage, and if so, if he would be 
wdhng to furnish information 
to this bureau. Ruby was 'ad- 
vised of the FBI’s jurisdiction 
m criminal matters, and he ex- 
pressed. a willingness to fur- 
nish information.*? 

_ T The; letter added, “Between 

TO?q C R n’ 1959 ’ End 0ct - 2, 

E “tiy was contacted on 
eight other ' occasions,' but he 
furnished no information 
whatever and further contacts 
with him were discontinued.” 



